® the eyes may be semi-open, glassy, tearing,
and unseeing.

® the hands and feet become cold and purplish.

® your loved one is no longer eating OR drinking

® generally your loved one will be unable to
respond to the environment sometime prior to
death.

® De aware your loved one may still be able to
hear you while unconscious; speak as if they

can hear.

DEATH OCCURS

The separation of the spirit from the body becomes

complete and death has occurred when:

® Dreathing stops. What seems like the last
breath may be followed by one or two long
spaced breaths and then the physical body is
empty and the transition is complete.

® the eyes will fix in one direction and the eyelids
may be open or closed

® heartbeat and pulse stop

® the person does not respond in any way

® J|oss of control of bowels or bladder may occur
at this time

We often search for understanding of our loved

one's timing for taking their last breath. Some

families are comfortable letting their loved one

know "it is okay to let go". Sometimes loved ones

seem to wait for that certain person to arrive to

say "goodbye". Use the time you have to

consistently show your love, in what ever manner

this feels comfortable.

Prepare a list of NAMES AND NUMBERS ahead of
time. Keep the list beside the phone or on your
person. You will probably have difficulty thinking

clearly at this time.

HOME DEATH

1. Remember this is NOT an emergency. The
person's death is anticipated. DO NOT call police,
fire department or ambulance.

2. Call the Home Care Nurse and/or your physician
(leave a message if after hours). Make arrangements
ahead of time so you know what to expect from them
at this time.

3. Call a friend or family member if you are alone and
want someone to help or comfort you.

4. Call the funeral home when you are ready. You
may want to spend more time with your loved one.

Take the time you need.

HOSPITAL DEATH

1. Notify the nurse so she can check your loved one's
condition. Let her know if you want some extra time
with your loved one.

2. Call friends or family members.

At the moment when someone says:
There, she is gone!”
There are others watching who gladly
take up the shout,

" Here she comes!” Henry Van Dyke

Your loved one is gone only from your sight.

. - Alberm Valley Hospice Society
- Ty Watson House

When Death is Near....

How do I know?

What do I do?

2649 2nd Avenue, Port Alberni, BC VOY 1728
Ph: 250-723-4478
Email: info(@albernihospice.ca

www.albernihospice.ca
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meaning of one's existence. Your loved one will 15-45 seconds before resuming.



